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The Tablet Jr. is edited by CTN, the educational 
services department of DeSales Media Group.
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Celebrations Around the World

Each month has a specific theme tied to Catholic 
social teaching. The themes of Catholic Social 

Teaching can be integrated into many subjects. This 
Instructional Guide is full of resources to help you 

connect the stories and features to your lesson 
plans. 

This month’s edition is created by the student 
journalists of St. Kevin Catholic Academy.

#


The Celebration of Hanukkah

Video Description: Discover the origins of Hanukkah. The 

segment explores the miracle of Hanukkah and how it 

inspired the symbolism of the menorah.
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Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class.

Essential Question: How much would our world 

change if everyone respected & acknowledged 

celebrations from across the world?

Discovery Education Video: The History & 

Symbolism of Hanukkah

Activities 
➔ Sesame Street: Happy Hanukkah (K-2)

◆ Happy Hanukkah | Mini-Lesson

➔ Celebrate Hanukkah: Holiday Lesson (3-8)

◆ Celebrate Hanukkah’s origins, traditions, and 

symbols using this lesson presentation.

◆ Read Aloud: The Ninth Night of Hanukkah

➔ Freckle: Kwanzaa

◆ Compare & Contrast Kwanzaa & Hanukkah

◆ Venn Diagram

◆ Kahoot!: Kwanzaa

➔ NEWSELA: Five Things You May Not Know About 

Kwanzaa 

◆ Favorite Holidays Project

● Examine favorite holidays and the 

elements that make those holidays 

unique. 

● Kahoot!: Holidays Around the World

● Weave a Mkeka

#
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/fa7c9aba-c6ca-40f4-bcff-20bba7f377fa
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/fa7c9aba-c6ca-40f4-bcff-20bba7f377fa
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/09197b19-81b3-4d0e-9bde-f14a29f577b3
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/9a5d5a09-97b3-4e8d-a9a5-5da3fca8f0de
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/signin?next=https%3A%2F%2Fstudio.discoveryeducation.com%2Fview%3Fid%3Da0105905-7789-4714-b4d4-b1fec03c32d9
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/JQN7N5jrgmY?playlist=JQN7N5jrgmY&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=
https://classroom.freckle.com/ela/articles/06f23c4e-2b5e-4250-9b21-881f6f2e9480
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/152DVVMLYZ63kPRiZWsRrTmeonDlrf_6EMj50b6c1DVI/copy
https://create.kahoot.it/share/what-you-know-bout-kwanzaa/bb7d0b36-2a7e-429b-b592-ce88b6b7f122
https://newsela.com/read/lib-history-kwanzaa/id/24583/
https://newsela.com/read/lib-history-kwanzaa/id/24583/
https://globallab.org/en/project/cover/favorite_holidays.en.html?profile=de#.Y3zpZuzMK3I
https://create.kahoot.it/share/what-you-know-bout-kwanzaa/bb7d0b36-2a7e-429b-b592-ce88b6b7f122
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:049d1258-b1fa-3ec7-8ed3-68ab288d9a81


➔ YouTube: As Cool As It Gets

◆ Writing Prompt

◆ Brother Francis: JoyToons!

➔ Critical Thinking & the Bible Activity

Reflection Questions can be presented in different ways 

depending on grade level and ability. Platforms that can 

be used are Padlet and Jamboard. 

Reflection Questions: 

1) How can nations of the world respect all holidays?

2) In what ways can we be an example of respect for 

other holidays?

3) Why are the poor and needy often more 

generous?
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Additional Resources Continued Additional Resources

https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/FJDKMU-KLzM?playlist=FJDKMU-KLzM&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/103wNsIL92EElupZMVb8_kZyDqJgfvFyvorIImdanP-k/edit?usp=sharing
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/51746d43-bf82-464b-bea9-c643a5217986
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1t44-sQeMPZTHmXqFHH7mmgZfMYgKzA5t8KUyoxweLRk/copy
#


➔ Discovery Education: The Beginnings of 

Christmas (K-3)

◆ Roll a Christmas Story Activity

◆ Christmas Debate

◆ 'Twas the Night Before Christmas"

● Have students write an updated 

version of the poem that describes 

Santa paying a visit to a modern 

home. Allow time for students to 

share with the class by acting 

them out.

➔ Curiosity: Groundhog Day

◆ Discover Data: Data During the Holidays

◆ Groundhog Day News Article Activity

◆ Groundhogs

The Celebration of Thanksgiving

Video Description: Provides context for some of the major 

holidays and traditions in the United States. The segment 

focuses on New Year's Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 

Valentine's Day, April Fool's Day, Halloween, Thanksgiving, 

and other holidays.

 

Student Articles Sister Elizabeth Diocesan History Corner Sadlier

Activities

Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class.

Essential Question:What would happen if 

families across the world were open to other 

holidays? 

Discovery Education Video: American Holidays 

and Traditions

https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/4f690b42-6f44-418d-a906-2d185a8a8cce
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/4f690b42-6f44-418d-a906-2d185a8a8cce
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-hmhco-vmg-craftcms-public/Fun_Christmas_Activity_Story.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1j3FyAUHzCchkBEfwcu1WuQTNIcOO8Q6deKATVBkC_sA/copy
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17135/17135-h/17135-h.htm
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/543870ef-e678-4fb5-a36f-03710b714148
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/a6a22aae-3c36-4955-a0fa-1d25552fd3bb
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NUMcZa9REnY211Hv1P-sZogI215Glhnu9UMS5WBr8SU/edit?usp=sharing
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/facts/groundhog#groundhog-with-babies.jpg
#
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/1d90412f-9310-4d4f-abc6-edbe4c903579
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/1d90412f-9310-4d4f-abc6-edbe4c903579


Additional Resources Continued

Reflection Questions can be presented in different ways 

depending on grade level and ability. Platforms that can 

be used are Padlet and Jamboard. 

Reflection Questions: 

1) Why are the origins of all holidays important?

2) How do holiday symbols spark our love of the 

holiday?

3) Why are some holidays centered around gifts?

Additional Resources
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➔ Discovery Education: From Macy's to NFL, 

Thanksgiving Traditions Explained

◆ Christmas Tree Forests...and protractors

◆ Perimeter Trees

◆ Tinkering Trees

#
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/3c568022-ce10-471d-85b9-982fc789a4a0
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/3c568022-ce10-471d-85b9-982fc789a4a0
https://www.teachinginroom6.com/2012/12/christmas-tree-forestsand-protractors.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5-R28AdFXfocEpvODFPVjVFRXM/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-3hB7WQ68cwOTU6t_gFyptA
https://leftbraincraftbrain.com/invitation-build-tinkering-trees/


The Epiphany in Italy
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Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class.

Essential Question: How would a world 

celebration day help bring people together?

Discovery Education Video: Asian and 

Australian Christmas Traditions

Activities 

Video Description: Examines aspects of Asian and Australian 

Christmas celebrations. In Asian countries, the observation 

of Christmas ranges from solely religious to more secular 

celebrations with an emphasis on love and good fortune. In 

Australia, Christmas falls during summer and often includes 

family barbecues.

➔ History of Diwali

◆ Discovery Education: Diwali Song | 

Mini-Lesson (K-2)

◆ Celebrate Diwali Studio Board

➔ India: Holi Festival

◆ Compare & Contrast Holi & Diwali 

◆ Venn Diagram

➔ Discovery Education Studio Board: Flag Day

◆ American Flag

➔ Read Aloud: Three Kings Day

◆ DIY Three Kings’ Day Baskets

◆ Stained Glass Star Suncatcher

◆ Letter to Three Kings Day App

● Write a message for the Three 

Wise Men to let them know you 

have been a good person this year!

#
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/be702629-4e88-4c1f-98f0-9228217057ba
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/be702629-4e88-4c1f-98f0-9228217057ba
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/a354ab05-d828-4b28-8f50-a86fa9cfaa68
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/e7ce71a7-4eda-4a27-a273-af01e99cb0d1
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/e7ce71a7-4eda-4a27-a273-af01e99cb0d1
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/signin?next=https%3A%2F%2Fstudio.discoveryeducation.com%2Fview%3Fid%3D7d0c04db-9118-4898-990a-d88a0a414ba4
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/393f49ec-8f12-4818-8d18-ca34b22395be
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SEqZUWxM5i8ezuVlR2R6ELDNjvmEYOkmWyHQisIGMFo/copy
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/signin?next=https%3A%2F%2Fstudio.discoveryeducation.com%2Fview%3Fid%3D73b4f0d1-062e-470f-92de-731ca1df49ba
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/2c4378b4-6160-49d0-8aeb-4ad4aaaac43c
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/qaeOCYg_-l4?playlist=qaeOCYg_-l4&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=62
https://www.modernmami.com/latino-latina-culture/puerto-rico/three-kings-day-baskets-for-kids/
https://creativefamilyfun.net/stained-glass-stars/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.camg_apps.carta_para_reyes_magos&pli=1
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Additional Resources Continued

Reflection Questions can be presented in different ways 

depending on grade level and ability. Platforms that can 

be used are Padlet and Jamboard. 

Reflection Questions: 

1) How do folktales connect to holidays or holiday 

traditions?

2) Why does society create commercials centered 

around buying instead of charity?

3) How can God remind us of the importance of all 

holidays?

Additional Resources

➔ Commercial of Charity

◆ Analyze how commercials target certain 

groups  and then create your own 

commercial

◆ Our Mother Earth video: view this video 

as an example of producing a clear 

message that will inspire viewers.

#
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1i72G-qwXhLPqA3Pp_YQiC4ckDh-tbHfARX5MIHlMl48/copy
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/8bdf7d95-3876-4f6b-b801-dbea6a722898


➔ How people celebrate Christmas in China?- 

Matthew Lopez,  3rd grade

◆ Youtube: How to Celebrate Christmas in 

China

◆ Create flashcards of Christmas sayings in 

other languages

➔ How do they celebrate birthdays in other 

countries? Logan Vaquiz- Kindergarten

◆ Brother Francis: You are Special

◆ Create a Clips video about how you can 

celebrate each class member and their 

unique gifts

● How to create a Clips video

 

Questions from kids like you!Sister Elizabeth
Together as a class, read the questions and answers 

from Sr. Elizabeth.
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https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/U6ssLHuG2XM?playlist=U6ssLHuG2XM&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/U6ssLHuG2XM?playlist=U6ssLHuG2XM&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12_KVG9TX_521_hnwamnG0lHMyYzxm_iEaPqTFzY14P8/copy
https://google.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/7b069e54-c221-4685-8c4e-4901bb5d3825
https://support.apple.com/guide/clips/make-a-video-dev57f9eb69d/ios
#


➔ Who is Our Lady of Charity of El Cobre?

◆ Discussion: Name the different processions 

that occur in your parish. What processions 

have you or a family member participated 

in?

➔ Statues & our faith

◆ Virgin Mary of Breezy Point Visual 

Inference Activity

◆ Read about a time when a statue of the 

Virgin Mary was a symbol of hope.

◆ Why do you think a statue can bring us 

closer to our faith?

◆ Teacher Reference:

● Statues & our Faith  

● Virgin Mary of Breezy Point

● NY Times Article

Activities
Diocesan History Corner
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Feast of Our Lady of Charity 
of El Cobre

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/45754/who-is-our-lady-of-charity-of-el-cobre
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QIRJIq9xmsK_sAmDnUFr-hlRmJRRN_xz-2AHdCRJkA4/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QIRJIq9xmsK_sAmDnUFr-hlRmJRRN_xz-2AHdCRJkA4/copy
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/17/us/a-madonna-that-survived-the-storm-in-breezy-point.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/17/us/a-madonna-that-survived-the-storm-in-breezy-point.html
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/3K9yGNPaIcA?playlist=3K9yGNPaIcA&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/3K9yGNPaIcA?playlist=3K9yGNPaIcA&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=
https://photocontest.smithsonianmag.com/photocontest/detail/blessed-virgin-mary-stands-tall-over-debris-field-from-massive-fire-caused-/
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/17/us/a-madonna-that-survived-the-storm-in-breezy-point.html


● In November, we celebrated the feast day of Saint 

Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions. 

● Go to 

www.Religion.sadlierconnect.com/livesofthesaints 

and go to November 24.  Learn how this saint  

taught us that even though we are from different 

parts of the world, we are brothers and sisters in 

faith working for the common good of others.  Be 

sure to complete the Intermediate activity.

● Read Matthew 5.  Pick a Beatitude and make a 

poster to show how to promote a common good 

celebration in other parts of the world. Think about 

the martyrs as you create your poster.

Sadlier
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Activities
Part of our Catholic faith is learning to live out our faith to 
the world. Our guidelines are called Catholic Social 
Teachings, a foundation for life that is rooted in Scripture.

Following in the footsteps of Jesus and living your life with 
love, peace, and justice can seem overwhelming.  By 
focusing on one of the Catholic Social Teachings at a time, 
you will live more like Jesus each day.

Saint Andrew Dung-Lac

https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/5OGYfJUfhs0?playlist=5OGYfJUfhs0&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/5OGYfJUfhs0?playlist=5OGYfJUfhs0&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=
http://www.religion.sadlierconnect.com/livesofthesaints
https://www.religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/viewResource.html?resourceID=120862&programTOCId=3937&eventId=4pZULSIhuSSkAGP7&eventValidation=079b42cf44b73e2a8050c4a3324bc548._.Zv4b2LHmcc0svY2ifBDNXWYkKzCtYqqlu0n8Q5UfCSv5xViHO43viipOzzI2bTy7eq6q__m0nhQrDoY1-9BTzH7Zo6VbJrH3
https://www.religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/viewResource.html?resourceID=120862&programTOCId=3937&eventId=4pZULSIhuSSkAGP7&eventValidation=079b42cf44b73e2a8050c4a3324bc548._.Zv4b2LHmcc0svY2ifBDNXWYkKzCtYqqlu0n8Q5UfCSv5xViHO43viipOzzI2bTy7eq6q__m0nhQrDoY1-9BTzH7Zo6VbJrH3

