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SUMMER FUN CHALLENGE

The just-concluded Dial-A-Priest session focusing on Catholic Identity was
indeed a wonderful and rewarding experience for both students, teachers, and
the facilitating priests. Amidst the current happenings and challenges faced
by the Church today, Dial-A-Priest gave students the opportunity to talk about
those challenges and what it means to publicly live out their faith as Catholics.
Students received answers to their many faith-based/vocation questions by
speaking one-on-one with a diocesan priest.

FIELDTRIP ZOOM

MATH BOWL 2019

“This now is the fourth time I have had the opportunity to participate in the DialA-Priest program. It is so encouraging to listen to the questions of our students
and to try my best to answer them. It is a great way to bring faith and technology
into our classrooms.” - Fr. Chris Bethge.
“Fr. Chris taught us about the importance of
a vocation and how he heard his calling in
high school. He shared how his dream was
to become a baseball player but then God
called him to the priesthood. We were able
to ask him a lot of questions and he was so
patient and kind…” - 8th Grade Class of
2019, St. Rose of Lima Catholic Academy.

UP AND COMING DATES
JUNE 17
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
NIGHT AT MCU PARK
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JUNE 21AUGUST 23
SUMMER FUN
CHALLENGE
EdCity Assignments
for Summer Break

LATE AUGUST

JUNE 18-21

BACK TO SCHOOL
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MARZANO
TEACHER TRAINING

Google Admin Console,
Peer Collaboration,
and More…
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MATHBOWL STATS

1st Place School: Queen of the
Rosary Catholic Academy - Grade 6

• 62 schools participated

The Top 10 User Schools
of Learn360 in the
2018-19 school year:
Incarnation
Catholic Academy • 2065 logins
Good Shepherd
Catholic Academy • 1795 logins
Our Lady Of Trust
Catholic Academy • 1593 logins
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Catholic Academy • 1212 logins
St. Rose of Lima
Catholic Academy • 979 logins
St. Joan of Arc School • 889 logins
Notre Dame Catholic Academy
of Ridgewood • 814 logins
Holy Family
Catholic Academy • 759 logins
St. Sebastian
Catholic Academy • 725 logins
St. Frances Cabrini
Catholic Academy • 662 logins

CTN thanks these schools for their
usage of this streaming service.

HAVE YOU TRIED A
VIRTUAL FIELD TRIP?

C

TN rewards a few schools each
year with a virtual field trip in
association with FieldTrip Zoom.
The experts you will meet during
the program have an unmatched
passion for their subject matter, and
are always presenting from unique
settings and locations. Whether it
be the Dolphin Research Center,
The Baseball Hall of Fame, or the
Spy Museum, everything revolves
around facilitating these amazing

• Over 19,000 students
• Over 900 classes
• 21,090,233 total points
• 1,801,819 curriculum
questions answered correctly
• 171,432 activities completed

MathBowl 2019 was
a Great Success!
Student Testimonial from the Second
Place School: Saint Francis XavierQueen of All Saints Catholic Academy

D

uring my time at Saint Francis
Xavier - Queen of All Saints
Catholic Academy, I have been
blessed with several opportunities to
play a significant role in extending the
school tradition by winning the annual
Brooklyn-Queens Diocesan MathBowl
through the platform Mathletics.
Although the competition was very
fierce, my peers and I prevailed by
maintaining the attitude that our
school is counting on us. Over the years,
Mathletics has helped me develop my
arithmetic skills while displaying to
me a whole new world full of learning
through excitement and competition. I
had the opportunity to compete against
students from various countries around
the world through live Mathletics,
while having the ability to practice
a specific skill whenever I needed
to enhance my knowledge toward a
particular math concept.

Also, Mathletics has granted me
the ability to push myself above my
peers by allowing me to practice
and review material that is above my
grade level. One person I would like
to give credit to is Mr. James Anthony
Daino, the Principal of Queen of the
Rosary Catholic Academy which is my
school's rival in Mathletics. Watching
his school dominate, pushed me to
raise the bar a little higher. Overall,
through this incredible experience,
I have learned that the heart of a
champion depends on the depth of
his or her character and as a two time
world math champion, two time math
bowl winner, a former 2nd, 3rd, and
4th place finalist, and an incoming
freshman at Regis High School, class
of 2023, I have been honored to take
part in this marvelous tradition.
Julius Dorsey
Saint Francis Xavier-Queen of All
Saints Catholic Academy '19
Regis High School '23

connections and experiences that
can help inspire learning, motivate
your students and provide a deeper
understanding of the material. Blended,
collaborative, and experiential learning
have become important components to
student success. You can open your own
school accounts at fieldtripzoom.com.
“Our students LOVE virtual field trips!
They enjoy interacting with someone
who is in another part of the country.
The trips are very informative and the
presentations creative. The students
learn so much.”
- Jennifer Grech, Good Shepherd CA.

Students Explore the Solar System with
author Vicki Cobb

SUMMER 2019
IMPROVING STEM
EDUCATION

A

fter attending the IgniteStem
conference in late April, my
understanding of STEM has not only
increased, but it has opened my mind
to the oh, so many POSSIBILITIES.
What subject do I start with? Should
it be the “S” science? What makes a
science lab different from a STEM
lab? It must be “T.” Let’s add some
Technology; iPads/Chromebooks
and we are halfway there. Next
is the “E,” the scariest one for me.
Engineering? I’m a teacher; what do I
know about Engineering? And finally
“M” for math, must be calculators
and rulers. How do I create a lesson
implementing all four?
I was hopeful that the conference
could help me answer this question.
We began with a simple paper cone,

#ctnbrooklyn
a sheet of copy paper, and tape. We
were asked to create a base that would
hold up the cone. We had one minute
and I immediately panicked. I had NO
idea what to do and only ONE minute,
to make it. I glanced and saw some
faces that looked like mine, but then
I saw others that were busily creating
bases. After the minute, the teacher
stopped us. I had NOTHING. The
teacher then shared a Science fact on
stability. In order, for the cone to stand,
it needed a stable base. That one “clue”
made sense to me. I knew what to do.
She gave us another minute to create
or re-create. We then met in groups
to find out more about stability. We
researched on our devices, shared
images, etc. Then we were asked to
create a model bridge using the science
and math facts we had gathered. We
had a “maker space” with materials
available for our use. Paper, scissors,
legos, buttons, pipe cleaners, ping
pong balls, cardboard, etc. We were
on the floor building while others were
at desks creating a scale drawing on
REGISTRATION CLOSES ON JUNE 12th.

C

TN is sponsoring a SUMMER
FUN CHALLENGE for all
students in Grades K-6! There are
approximately forty-five, ten minute
activities/assignments in Language
Arts and Math. Students will have
from 6/21 - 8/23 to complete as
many activities as possible to become
a CTN MEDALIST.

LEARN 360 UPDATE

Students must score at least 80% for
the activity to be considered complete.
All medalists will receive a certificate,
their names will be listed on the ctnbq.
org website, and they will be entered
into a drawing for a gift card. In order to
qualify for a level, the following number
of activities must be completed.
Gold level: 26+
Silver level: 21+
Bronze level: 15+
Why should I register my class?
• Teachers/Principals can access a full
report of student work/data report that
identifies areas that have been mastered
as well as areas in need of improvement

Khan Academy on Learn360:

L

ooking for a different approach to intervention/enrichment? Learn360 now has
400 videos from Khan Academy and many interactive activities for Grades PK-8.
These Khan Academy videos are available because they are relevant to our students.
The My Custom Segments section allows users to save personalized segments. It's
easy to create the perfect segment for your needs, and Custom Segments can easily
be organized into folders.

the iPad and some were in the hall
testing stability.
AND JUST LIKE THAT, it finally
made sense! We were incorporating
all four subjects with that one class
assignment. We were scientists,
engineers, mathematicians, and
technologists.
Laura Hickey
CTN Instructional Media Specialist
• Summer Fun Challenge can be given
as a whole group assignment or as an
individual student challenge
• Student work will be automatically
graded
• Teachers can use the results at the
beginning of the year for diagnostic
evaluation
• EducationCity is a service of CTN
that is provided year-round to
all Diocesan schools. It is a great
introduction to a resource provided
yearly to each elementary student
and teacher
Student results will be available
early September.

And…the top 5 user schools
of EducationCity for
2018-19 school year are:
1. St. Francis DeSales Catholic Academy
2. Holy Child Jesus Catholic Academy
3. Divine Mercy Catholic Academy
4. St. Nicholas of Tolentine
Catholic Academy
5. Notre Dame Catholic Academy
of Ridgewood
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SUMMER
MINDFULNESS

T

hose of a certain generation
will recall a young Goldie Hawn
as a giggling, smile-infused TV
personality. That smile must have
sustained her for the long haul as
she is the founder of MindUp, a
foundation devoted to empowering
children through mindful practice.
One of the organization's goals is to
give children the knowledge and tools
they need to manage stress, regulate
emotions, and face the challenges
of the 21st century with optimism,
resilience, and compassion.
Are you tending to your own
mindfulness? There are many
resources for being mindful which
you can google, if you are inclined to
learn more. We encourage you to use
the summer to nurture your own well
being. One way to do that is to seek
out the many free events in the city.
• Attend rooftop and beachside
movies, Shakespeare in the Park,
tai-chi, or meditation classes
• MoMa hosts free concerts in their
Sculpture Garden, Sundays in July

LOYALTY REWARDS

• The Brooklyn Botanic Garden is still
free on Tuesdays
• Go stargazing on the High Line
every Tuesday at dusk with telescopes
courtesy of the Amateur Astronomers
Association
•
Mark
your
calendars
for
Manhattenhenge, anticipated to be
July 11 - 12
• Expand your creativity with a music lab
or a photo walking session scheduled at
an Apple store
Invest in yourself and pursue Google
certification. Kasey Bell is the queen of
Google, so follow her social media for
steps and tips. I can’t think of a better

way to study than by sitting in the sun
reading a ‘Google’ book by Kasey
Bell or Alice Keeler. Many of your
favorite apps also offer their own
certifications, i.e. Mathletics, Flipgrid,
Nearpod, and Screencastify.
Before September, why not explore
Goldie’s school curriculum “to
help teachers create a classroom
environment characterized by
optimism, compassion, and
engagement, promoting resilience
and
fostering
expressions
of gratitude, empathy, and
connection to others” - Lord, make
me an instrument of your peace.

C

TN recognizes that teachers in diocesan schools work hard and are
extremely dedicated to their students. The CTN Loyalty Rewards Program is
our way of saying “thank you” for your recognition of the value of CTN resources.
Rewards are based on video streams: 100+ video streams = Gold Level; 65-99
video streams = Silver Level; 45-64 video streams = Bronze Level. Rewards
can include mugs, digital accessories, gift cards, etc.
THE TOP 5 USERS OF LEARN360 VIDEOS for January-May 2019 are:
1. Katarzyna Mroz - Our Lady of Perpetual Help CA
2. Lourdes Cruz - St. Frances Cabrini CA
3. Tina Preiss - Notre Dame CA
4. Nanette Trerotola - Holy Angels CA
5. Mary O’Donoghue - Queen of the Rosary CA

We hope our Loyalty Rewards teachers enjoy using their beach bag, book, or gift
card this summer. Your Learn360 login is available during your break.
CTN has served students of the Diocese both educationally and spiritually since 1966 — Offering quality instructional media resources aligned to the state standards.
Professional Development for teachers, and 4G Broadband to assist students all at no cost to the schools. Take advantage of these services and contact a specialist NOW!

CTN is a service of DeSales Media Group, Inc., which serves the Diocese of Brooklyn.

