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Community and Family

Tablet Jr.
Teaching Guide Vol. 3

Each month has a speciﬁc theme tied to Catholic
social teaching, which can be connected to your
existing plans and curriculum.
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One Family Can Make a Difference
- A Community Miles Away

Diocesan History Corner

Activities
➔

NEWSELA: Kids help others after Hurricane
Harvey (2-8)
◆

Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class

community?

➔

EdPuzzle: How Kids Help in the Community (4-8)
◆

➔

Video Description: In an effort to help others, a father and
daughter begin an organization called Common Sense.
Explanation: As part of a community, we have a
responsibility to help those in need. Getting our family
involved in helping our community connects us on a
spiritual level.

Can be done as a whole class or independently

Read aloud Video: Last Stop on Market Street by
Matt De La Pena (K-8)
◆

Learn360 Video: Community Help (K - 8)

Can be printed or sent through Google
Classroom

Essential Question: What is our
responsibility within our global

Sadlier

Connection Questions can be done on
Padlet, Jamboard, or as an Evidence-Based
Response.
●

When does CJ realize what he &
Grandma do for the community?

●

How does CJ and his Grandmother help
their community?
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Additional Resources Continued

Diocesan History Corner

Additional Resources
➔

Freckle: Mitigating Earth’s Natural Hazards (4-8)
◆

Reﬂection Questions can be in different ways depending
➔

Create a Local Community Library (PBL) (5-8)
◆

Reﬂection Questions:

Can be printed or sent through Google
Classroom

on grade level and ability. Platforms that can be used are
Padlet and Jamboard.

Sadlier

➔

Best if done as a whole class

Multicultural Book Drive (PBL) (3-8)
◆

Can be done as a class or a school initiative

Generation Genius Science Lesson Natural

1)

What is a need in our community?

2)

How can we address these needs?

3)

How do acts of kindness bring us closer to God

◆

Free 30 day subscription

and our faith?

◆

Full Lesson Plan and DIY activity is provided

➔

Disasters
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How are people trying to make a
change?

Diocesan History Corner

Activities
➔

(3-8)

Essential Question: What is our
➔

community?
Learn360 Video: Demonstration

NEWSELA: Neighbors feeding neighbors:
community fridges strengthen ties amid pandemic

Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class

responsibility within our family and

◆

Can be sent through Google Classroom or printed

◆

Compare & Contrast articles

◆

Class discussion

YouTube: Kids raise funds (2-8)
◆

➔

Example of class fundraiser

YouTube read aloud: What if everyone did that?
◆

Fundraisers

Discussion Questions:
●

●

demonstration at a pro ice hockey game of the Cardiff

Explanation: Sometimes we depend on our community to
lend a helping hand.

What if everyone decided not to help their
community?

Video Description: Nathan and a teammate give an exciting
Devils in efforts to raise money to go to the Olympics.

Sadlier

How different would our communities look
if we did not help each other?

➔

“In the same way, let your light shine so others can
see it. They they will see the good things you do.”
-Matthew 5:16
◆

How can this Bible verse be connected to actions
we can do in our community?

Additional Resources Continued

Additional Resources
➔

Reﬂection Questions can be in different ways depending

Freckle: What is a Community? (K-8)
◆

on grade level and ability. Platforms that can be used are
Padlet and Jamboard.

Short Response Question:
●

➔

What makes communities unique?

Map out your Community (2-8)
◆

Draw a map of your community. Be sure to
include a key by labeling the different parts of

Reﬂection Questions:

your map.

1)

How is our school community a family?

2)

Why is it important to respect and care for our

➔

Mail for your local Nursing Home (K-8)
◆

Nursing Home

school community?
3)

◆

How do these actions make our school
community stronger?

Draw a picture to cheer up the eldery in the

➔

Write them a letter.

Random Act of Kindness Calendar (2-8)
◆

Students receive individual calendar

◆

As a class, go over kind acts students can do in
the classroom and in their own time.
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Be Like Jesus: How can we give back
to our family and community?
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Activities
➔

NEWSELA: Virginia teacher draws national
audience reading bedtime stories to children
(3-8)

Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class
➔
Essential Question: Why is community

Read aloud Video: Our Class is a Family by
Shannon Olsen

participation and engagement critical to the

◆

Family Community

world?

◆

Create a class promise document and
have students sign it. Display in

Learn360 Video: The Sacrament of
Community

classroom.
➔

Family Tree

Video Description: In this enlightening segment, students

◆

Have students create a family tree

will learn the fundamentals of the sacraments of Matrimony

◆

Have a class discussion about all the
different families students have

and Holy Orders as the sacrament of community.
◆

Explanation: A community can also be a family, and families
are all different and unique. But, no matter how different
families may look, they all have in common. They love each
other.

Students can also create a class family tree
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Additional Resources

Additional Resources Continued
Reﬂection Questions can be in different ways depending

➔

Freckle: What Makes Communities Work (2-8)
◆

on grade level and ability. Platforms that can be used are
Padlet and Jamboard.
Reﬂection Questions:
1)

How is our class a family?

2)

How can we respect and care for our class family?

3)

How do these actions bring us closer to God and
our faith?
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Can be printed or sent through Google
Classroom

➔

Freckle: Community Helpers KWL Chart
◆

What are communities?

◆

How do communities help us?

◆

What do communities offer?
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Sister Elizabeth
Together as a class, read the questions and answers
from Sr. Elizabeth.
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Activities
Classroom Activities to Celebrate Family (Gr. K-5)
Create a smiley face bulletin board.
➔

Ask students to color and cut out a smiley face.
On the back they should write how they can
bring joy to their family.

Thank you card Activity
➔

Ask students to create a thank you card for
someone in their family.

Family Word Search
➔

Review the vocabulary words. Have students
complete the puzzle.
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Analyzing Photo Activity:
Share the photo on the left with your students.
This photo was was taken at Our Lady of Victory parish,
Brooklyn 1968.
Essential Question: What message do we get from this
photo?
Make Observations:
➔

Facial expressions

➔

People

➔

Slogans on the Banners

➔

Clothing

➔

Year of the event: 1968 vs 2021
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Sadlier - The lives of Saints:
➔

Click on October 4

➔

Information on Saint Francis of Assisi
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St. Francis of Assisi
Banner Activity
➔

Research the life of St. Francis of Assisi

➔

Create a banner based on

Learn360 Video: Who Cares About the Saints (6-8)
Learn360 Video: Saints Alive (3-5)

➔

◆

St. Francis of Assisi’s conversion

◆

St. Francis of Assisi’s work

◆

Followers of St. Francis of Assisi

◆

How we celebrate St. Francis of Assisi

Blessing of the Animals Poster
◆

Students bring in a picture of their pets or
a picture of a pet they would like to have

Video Description: Learn about St. Francis of Assisi and why
he is a friend to all. Sing along with the prayer of St. Francis.
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◆

Create a class poster with all their pet
pictures

Explanation: Communities are ones we take care of, and in
this case, they can be our pets. St. Francis of Assisi
dedicated his entire life to helping the animal community.
He cared for all animals from birds to cats to wolves.

◆

Display the poster in the classroom and say
the prayer of St. Francis for them as a class

