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Celebrations Around the World

Tablet Jr.
Teaching Guide Vol. 3
Our Lady of Fatima

The Tablet Jr. is edited by CTN, the educational
services department of DeSales Media Group.

Each month has a speciﬁc theme tied to Catholic
social teaching, which can be connected to your
existing plans and curriculum.
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Activities
➔

Freckle: Pierogi Article
◆

Make the connection between essential
question and the article.

Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class

◆

Discuss what similarities can be found within
the Chinese community and dumplings.

Essential Question: How are traditions

➔

tied to religious or cultural groups?

What is Hanukkah?
◆

After learning about Hanukkah have students
write their own opinion about the holiday.

Learn360 Video: A Polish-American

Opinion Slide

Christmas
Video Description: Friends and family join Larry and

◆

Hanukkah Math worksheets (5-6)

◆

The Maccabees: The Jewish Freedom Fighters
●

Kathy Leck for a Wigilia celebration. They enjoy Polish

the Story Map Organizer

dishes, music, a family version of a musical, give thanks,
and open presents.

Have students summarize the story in

➔

EdPuzzle: Christmas in Poland: Special Heart of
Poland Edition (3-8)

Explanation: Partaking in cultural traditions can help us

◆

Can be done as a whole class or independently

feel closer to our ancestors and those that led the way for

◆

3-2-1 Video Summary Worksheet

where we are today.
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Additional Resources
➔

Read aloud Video: Lucia Morning in Sweden (k-8)
◆

Reﬂection Questions can be in different ways depending

Connection Questions can be done on
Padlet, Jamboard, or as an Evidence-Based

on grade level and ability. Platforms that can be used are

Response.

Padlet and Jamboard.

●

Create a compare & contrast diagram
describing St. Lucia traditions and

Reﬂection Questions:

Christmas activities.
1)

How can our traditions bring people together?

2)

What are some ways we can respect other

3)

➔

Commonlit: The Lights of St. Lucia (3-8)
◆

Discussion Questions: In the story, Eva and

people's traditions throughout the holidays?

Britta usually take part in the Saint Lucia Day

How do our cultural traditions differ from

traditions together. Why is spending time

rigorous traditions?

with family on holidays important?
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Activities
➔

What is Kwanzaa?
◆

Learn360: Kwanza Activities & Worksheets
(4-5)

Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class

◆

Kwanza Reﬂection Prompt

◆

Create a presentation explaining the seven

Essential Question: How are some
celebrations linked to our faith?
Learn360 Video: Celebrate

principles of Kwanzaa
➔

YouTube: A Piñata in a Pine Tree
◆

Discussion Questions:
●

around the world? Have students

Video Description: Explore the traditional celebrations of
Americans of four different ethnic origins. Visit a pow wow and
a Kwanzaa celebration and experience the Three Kings Day
and Chinese New Year celebrations. Hear about the cultural
signiﬁcance of each holiday.
Explanation: Celebrations can be done differently based on
culture. Some celebrations even though the theme may be the
same are celebrated during different parts of the year.

Is Christmas celebrated the same
share some of their traditions.

●

Create your own version of 12 Days of
Christmas. (ie., An Italian 12 Days of
Christmas)

Additional Resources Continued

Additional Resources
➔

Reﬂection Questions can be in different ways depending

NEWSELA: Rabbis sound the shofar outdoors this year
due to pandemic (3-8)

on grade level and ability. Platforms that can be used are

◆

Padlet and Jamboard.

Discussion Questions:
●

How can New Years be celebrated
differently within different cultures?

Reﬂection Questions:
1)

●

during different times of the year?

How are items considered an important part of

●

traditions?
2)
3)

How do our traditions teach us responsibility and

Use the timeline template to have
students show all the celebrations

Why is vocabulary important to our traditions and
celebrations?

What other celebrations are celebrated

throughout the year.
➔

NEWSELA: Lunar New Year comes with pain &
resiliency

how to work collectively?

◆

Why is it important to be aware of other
cultures?

➔

Nearpod: News Year Lesson (3-6)
◆

Students explore New Year's Day, the time of new
beginnings. Students discover and reﬂect on the
cultural and social signiﬁcance of the event.
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Activities
➔

Commonlit: Great Splash (4-8)
◆

Fa describes how she hopes she is old enough
to pour the ﬁrst drops of water on her

Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class

grandmother. Are there any family traditions
that you have to wait until you are old enough

Essential Question: Why is it important to

to take part in?

share our beliefs and traditions with others?

◆

Can you think of any holidays or celebrations

Learn360 Video: New Year's Around the

that you observe that bring people together in

World
Video Description: Many countries celebrate the New Year
on January 1st. Learn about traditions in Spain, Italy, Cuba,

How does Songkran bring people together?

a similar way?
➔

Learn360: Celebrations Around the World-Chinese
New Year

Portugal, Germany, Hungary, Mexico, Greece, the

◆

Discover the history of Chinese New Year

Philippines, and more.

◆

Have students create a informational
presentation based on Google Slides of

Explanation: Understanding and respecting other ways

different holidays around the world. Holiday

people celebrate holidays or traditions is important to

Information Presentation

fostering an inclusive culture.
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Additional Resources Continued
Reﬂection Questions can be in different ways depending
on grade level and ability. Platforms that can be used are
Padlet and Jamboard.
Reﬂection Questions:
1)

Why is global religion important to learn about?

2)

Can some religions have similar historical
backgrounds?

3)

How can we share wealth with others?

Sadlier

➔

Learn360: Oskar and the Eight Blessings (3-8)
◆

Have students identify the theme of the
story.

◆

Encourage them to ﬁnd the connection to
the Advent season.

◆

How does this story remind us that there
are many similarities that exist between
people, cultures, and religions?
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Together as a class, read the questions and answers
from Sr. Elizabeth.
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➔

Matthew 25
◆

Read the passage Sr. Elizabeth referenced

◆

Have students write their own opinion on how
we can welcome God at this time of year.

Continue the celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe with
these resources based on the Solemnity of Mary
➔

➔

Holy Feast Day- January 1st Solemnity of Mary
◆

Mary Coloring Page

◆

Mary Word Search

Learn360 Videos
◆

Mary’s Song (Grades PK-4)

◆

The Story of Mary’s Surprise (PK-4)
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Cultural Celebrations of Mary:
➔

Student Activity:
◆

Share Other Cultural Celebrations of Mary
with the class. Ask students to choose two
celebrations to research to create a Venn
diagram of similarities and differences.

➔

Our Lady of Guadalupe Lesson Plans (Grades 6-8)
◆

Our Lady of Guadalupe Lesson Plan (Loyola
Press)

◆
➔

Our Lady of Guadalupe Lesson Plan (Sadlier)

Learn360 Video
◆

Mexico: Our Lady of Guadalupe

◆

In the Beginning: Mary’s Month
Coming Soon

➔

Youtube: Three Kings Day
◆

Stained Glass Star Suncatcher

◆

How to draw the Three Wise Men
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Scan this QR code or go to https://bit.ly/3D7CSXB to
access six stories of Mary’s apparitions, including Our
Lady of the Hudson (NY).

Discussion Questions:
➔
➔
➔

Why do you think the Blessed Mother has appeared
to us on earth?
How do Mary’s appearances remind us of the
world-wide celebration of the birth of Jesus?
Which Feast Day(s) of Mary will you celebrate with
your family?

