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Justice: Black History

Tablet Jr.
Teaching Guide Vol. 3
St. Stanislaus Kostka Catholic Academy
(Queens)

The Tablet Jr. is edited by CTN, the educational
services department of DeSales Media Group.

Each month has a speciﬁc theme tied to Catholic
social teaching, which can be connected to your
existing plans and curriculum.
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Activities
➔

Ella, Queen of Jazz (featuring Marilyn Monroe!) | Kids
Books READ ALOUD! (2-8)
◆

Have students reﬂect on the fairness that Ella
Fitzgerald went through. Students will be able

Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class.

to reﬂect on how they felt throughout the
book.

Essential Question: Why are we responsible
for assessing our own behaviors and making
changes within our community/world?

➔

NEWSELA: Black History Month more special this
year (3-8)
◆

Learn360 Video: Advocates of Change

a timeline of all African Americans in political
ofﬁce.

Video Description: Obama's charisma, ideas, and political
positions brought endorsements from many sectors. He is

After reading the article, have students create

◆

After students create the timeline, have them
review what they observed.

well-known for healthcare reforms.
◆

Turn & Talk: “Why do you think there were

Explanation: Seeking justice can occur in various ways. Our

so few African Americans in political ofﬁce?

very own 46th President Barack Obama sought justice for

(Pay attention to the year)

those in the U.S and those in Cuba. In a higher position, he
had to advocate harder and louder for the change he
wanted to implement.
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Additional Resources
➔

Learn360: "The Hill We Climb"
◆

Presentation Slide: Choose a line, a vibe or a
moment from the poem to inspire your

on grade level and ability. Platforms that can be used are

response. What are you waking up to today?

Padlet and Jamboard.

What is the miracle in your morning (or
mourning)? What hill do you — or we — climb?

Reﬂection Questions:
◆

Writing Prompt: If you could be the ﬁrst

How does black history help to tell the story of

person to do something signiﬁcant and world

what it means to be an American?

changing, what would it be? How would you

2)

How have African-Americans enriched that story?

feel?

3)

What lessons can be learned from the experiences

1)

of black history makers?
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The Origins of Black History Month

Activities

Climbing Lincoln's Steps: The African American
Journey READ ALOUD

Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class.

◆

KWL Chart based on the Civil Rights Movement

◆

Discussion Question: Why does change take
small steps?

◆

Essential Question: How can we ensure

What would you tell them to help them

how they look or where they live?

Institutions
Video Description: Short animation explaining UN

understand their views are hurtful to people?
➔

NEWSELA: High schoolers demanding Black history and
more Black authors (4-8)
◆

Listen to StoryCorps: I Was the First Black
Student

Sustainable Development Goal 16: Peace, Justice and Strong
Institutions for younger students

Opinion Writing: Why do you think people
believed segregation was the right thing to do?

that people’s rights are not impacted by

Learn360 Video: Peace, Justice & Strong

Sadlier

◆

Opinion Writing: What do the two texts have
incommon?

Explanation: Our age does not limit the change we can

◆

Poster Activity: Create a poster explaining to

implement. Using Social Media for good and giving others

your principal how your school can we can

examples on how to be fair, humble, and kind.

incorporate Black History Month throughout the
year.
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Additional Resources
➔

Learn360: Cultural Leaders

Reﬂection Questions can be in different ways depending

◆

CNN Coverage Activity (5-8)

on grade level and ability. Platforms that can be used are

◆

After students have presented their scripts,

Padlet and Jamboard.

have them compare their reports to eyewitness
accounts and local newspaper reports that

Reﬂection Questions:
1)

What do you want future generations to know
about the milestones African Americans have
reached in our history?

2)

How do you think children felt during the time of
segregation? Parents? Teachers?

3)

What similar challenges do people in our nation
face today?

were written at the time.
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Activities
The Ruby Bridges Foundation

➔

Maya Angelou (Little People, Big Dreams series) | Kids
Book READ ALOUD! (3-8)

Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class.

◆

Book Companion Worksheets

◆

Discussion Questions: From where does your
voice come: your family, your culture, your

Essential Question: How can we help ensure

beliefs, your friends, your experiences? For

that each person has the right to education,

what would you like to use your voice, now

medical care, and other opportunities?
Learn360 Video: Fairness & Justice
Video Description: Examine the meanings of fairness and

and in the future?”
➔

Jim Crow Law: 4-8
◆

iCivics & Nearpod Lesson

◆

NEWSELA: Cicely Tyson paved way for Black

justice as components of good character. Look at three

actors to follow her footsteps (4-8)

stories that show how complicated fairness and justice can

◆

be sometimes. Should the same rule apply to everyone all the

PBS Video of Cicely Tyson

◆

Writing Prompt: How do you think Jim Crow

time? How do you decide what's fair?
Explanation: Fairness and justice is not always easy to
determine. However, continuous conversations can help us
determine how to be just with others.

laws geared Cicely Tyson’s decision on acting
roles she would accept?
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Additional Resources
➔

Learn360: Carol Moseley Braun

Reﬂection Questions can be in different ways depending

◆

Black Women in Congress

on grade level and ability. Platforms that can be used are

◆

Unbought And Unbossed’: When a Black
Woman Ran for the White House

Padlet and Jamboard.
◆
Reﬂection Questions:
1)
2)

Why are good deeds not always popular by our
peers?

3)

many African-American women political
ﬁgures have been in ofﬁce throughout

How does black history in America differ from the
traditional story of American history?

Why is there a need to teach parts of African
American history as their own unique element of
history?

Have students create a timeline of how

history.
◆

After, have them discuss why certain
gaps are in place.
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Video Description: Jackie Robinson is remembered as the
man who broke the color barrier in Major League Baseball.
He was the ﬁrst African-American to play in the Big
Leagues, but black baseball players were swinging at Jim
Crow decades before Jackie dressed in Dodger Blue.
Legendary players like Josh Gibson, "Cool Papa" Bell,
Satchel Paige, and countless others laid the groundwork
for integration while playing baseball in the historic Negro
Leagues.

Read the Tablet Jr. article as a class.

Explanation: Fairness and justice is not always seen
throughout history. In the video we see that many talented

Essential Question: How can we learn from our past

African American baseball players were short changed

mistakes and bring equality into our future?

throughout their career. Having a separate league for those
of color forced talented people of color to go unnoticed. As

Learn360 Video: The Negro League

mentioned in the video, many of these players would have
changed the world record books if a divide was not in place
at the time.
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Common Reads "Let's Talk About Race" | Bookmarks
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Learn360: J. C. Watts: Dreaming of Football
◆

| Netﬂix Jr
◆

Remind students that we are all the same
Discussion Questions:
●

What makes up your story? Favorite
food? Hobbies? Religion? Nationality?
Favorite color? Race?

●

How does the color of your skin affect
you and your story?

●

What is the most important thing
about your story?

◆

Then complete the “Let’s Talk About Me”
Worksheet and present it in front of the class.

◆

Opinion Writing: What do you think
motivated J.C Watts to protest the
injustice of attending an all white

underneath.
◆

Sadlier

Let’s Talk About Race Packet (3-8)

school?
◆

Research Activity:
●

After reading about J.C Watts
answer the questions in the
research template linked above.
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Questions from kids like you!

Sister Elizabeth

➔

Sr. Elizabeth Q & A Presentation
◆

What is the best way to handle negative
statements about race? - Nicole RaKowicz,

Together as a class, read the questions and answers
from Sr. Elizabeth.

Grade 4
◆

What responsibilities do we have to make
changes in our world? - Grade 4

◆

What advice would you give some people
trying to make fair Rules for Voting? - Nicole
Mazurek, Grade 4

◆

Slide 6 contains a graphic organizer for
students to ﬁll out
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Activities
➔

Student Activity:
◆

Read Deacon William T. Johnson’s Biography

◆

Complete the Banner Template based off
what you have learned

➔

Research Activity:
◆

Research other Faith Leaders that made a
difference

◆

Msgr. Bernard Quinn

◆

Research worksheet
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Activities
➔

St. Josephine Bakhita:
◆

My Catholic Family Video: St. Josephine
Bakhita’s life

◆

Download the St. Josephine Bakhita’s template
and follow the instructions from the
CatholicHomebody to create a necklace

➔

Family Activity:
◆

Just like St. Josephine Bakhita, Martin Luther
King spoke up for the oppressed. He sought
peace and justice for everyone. Download and
pray the Prayer for Peacemakers with your
family.

◆

Take the time to discuss how your family can
take responsibility and help those in need.
Perhaps you can ﬁnd a soup kitchen or
“Sandwich Saturday” activity at your parish or
start a collection for socks and mittens to
distribute at a local shelter.

